40-Day Timeline: Resurrection to Ascension
Day 1 — Resurrection Sunday
· Early in the morning, several women visit Jesus’ tomb and find it empty, as described in Matthew 28:1–8.
· Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene, offering comfort and assurance, as recorded in John 20:11–18.
· He also appears to other women, greeting them and confirming His resurrection (Matthew 28:9–10).
· Jesus then appears to Peter, making a personal encounter with him (Luke 24:34).
· On the road to Emmaus, Jesus joins two disciples, reveals Himself to them, and breaks bread with them (Luke 24:13–35).
· That evening, Jesus appears to His disciples while Thomas is absent, giving them peace and the Holy Spirit (John 20:19–23).
Day 8 — Jesus Appears to Thomas
· One week after the resurrection, Jesus appears again to His disciples. This time, Thomas is present to witness the risen Lord.
· Thomas responds in faith, declaring, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:24–29).
Between Day 1 and Day 40 — Additional Appearances & Teachings
Sea of Galilee
· Jesus performs a miraculous catch of fish for the disciples, demonstrating His continued power and presence (John 21:1–14).
· He restores Peter by asking him three times if he loves Him, reaffirming Peter’s role among the disciples (John 21:15–19).
Mountain in Galilee
· Jesus gives the Great Commission, instructing His followers to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:16–20).
Appearance to 500 Believers
· Paul records that Jesus appeared to more than 500 brothers and sisters at one time (1 Corinthians 15:6).
Appearance to James
· Jesus appears specifically to James, as mentioned by Paul (1 Corinthians 15:7).
Teachings During the 40 Days
· During these forty days, Jesus teaches His disciples about the Kingdom of God (Acts 1:3).
· He opens the disciples’ minds to understand the Scriptures (Luke 24:45).
· Jesus instructs the disciples to remain in Jerusalem and wait for the promised Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4–5).
Day 40 — The Ascension
Location: Mount of Olives, near Bethany
· Jesus blesses His disciples before ascending (Luke 24:50).
· He is taken up into heaven as His followers watch (Acts 1:9).
· A cloud receives Him out of their sight.
· Angels appear and promise that Jesus will return in the same way He ascended (Acts 1:11).
Afterward
· The disciples return to Jerusalem filled with joy (Luke 24:52).
· They devote themselves to prayer and wait together for the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:12–14).

