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	✨ Story-First Children's Bible Teaching Guide
A Lesson Planning Template for Children's Ministry




	📝 Lesson Info
Story / Passage:
Scripture Reference:
Age Group:
Date:
Teacher Name:
Series Title:











🌟 Section 1 — Start With the Story


	Begin with the Bible story told in an engaging, narrative style — no lesson or moral yet. Let the story stand on its own. Write your story outline or talking points below.



Story Title / Setting the Scene
Key Characters
Story Arc

	🌎 Beginning
	▶ Middle
	⭐ End

	
	
	



Storytelling Tips for This Story











🚪 Section 2 — Enter the Story


	Invite children into the story with open-ended wonder questions. These are not "right answer" questions — they spark imagination and curiosity.




	✨ Wonder Question 1:
	

	✨ Wonder Question 2:
	

	✨ Wonder Question 3:
	

	💡 What did the characters feel?
	

	🤘 What would YOU have done?
	




❤️ Section 3 — Heart Questions


	Move from the story world to the child's inner world. These questions connect the story's emotions and struggles to the child's real experience.




	💕 Connecting to feelings:
	

	🏠 Connecting to real life:
	

	🙏 Connecting to needs / fears / hopes:
	






✝️ Section 4 — Gospel Connection


	Bridge the story to the bigger story of Jesus. Show how this passage points to or is fulfilled in Christ — redemption, grace, rescue, or new life.



How does this story point to Jesus?
The Gospel truth in this story:
📖 Key verse to anchor the connection:

🎨 Section 5 — Hands-On Activity


	Reinforce the story and truth through a creative, age-appropriate activity. Children learn by doing — make it tactile, fun, and connected to the theme.



Activity Name / Description:
✂️ Supplies Needed:
📝 Instructions / Steps:
How this activity connects to the story:



🌿 Section 6 — Life Application


	Help children see how the truth of the story can change how they live this week. Keep it simple, specific, and actionable for their age.




	✅ One thing kids can DO this week:
	

	🧠 One thing kids can REMEMBER:
	

	🗣️ One thing kids can SAY to someone:
	




💡 Section 7 — Simple Truth (Take-Home Statement)


	Distill the entire lesson into one simple, memorable sentence a child can repeat and take home. Aim for something a 5-year-old can say.



⭐ Simple Truth Statement:
Optional hand motion or visual cue:





🙏 Section 8 — Closing Prayer


	Close with a prayer that echoes the story's truth and invites children to respond to God. You can write it out or use the prompts below.



Prayer Focus:
Written-out Prayer (optional):
💔 Prayer Prompt for Kids to Fill In:

	"God, thank you for
.             Help me to
. Amen."





	📚 Teacher Reflection
After the lesson, take a few minutes to reflect. These notes will help you grow and improve for next time.
🎉 What went well?
🔄 What would I change?
👀 How did the children respond?
🙏 Prayer for my students this week:
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